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What is the Virtual Library?

The Virtual Library is a collection of links to websites that has been put together by staff of Aberdeen College. The sites have been evaluated and chosen for their relevance to subjects studied at the College in much the same way that the books in a Library are selected. 

There are also General Reference sites (dictionaries, calculators, maps and so on) plus News and weather sites which are of interest to everyone, whatever they are studying. A page listing the ten most popular search engines is also included for quick access when you need to search the World Wide Web.

Each link has a short piece of text summarising the contents of the website it links to. All links have also been assigned to at least one subject category. Note that these are subject categories not course categories. Your course may cover several subject areas.

The Virtual Library is freely available to anyone with a connection to the Internet through the Aberdeen College homepage (listed in Quick Links).

Finding what you are looking for

Links to the main sections of the Virtual Library are all listed on the Welcome page (the first page you see) and also in the panel which is to the right of your screen on every page. 

There are 2 ways to find sites in the Virtual Library - browsing and searching.
Browsing
If you are a new user then browsing will let you see how the Virtual Library works. 

· To browse simply click on 'Web Links' in the welcome page or in the right hand panel. This will take you to a list of the main subject categories. 
· Chose the category you are interested in and click on it to see the subject broken down into smaller sections. If these are still big subject areas they may be broken down again into yet smaller categories. The numbers in brackets indicate the number of sites in that category.[image: image1.png]Anssogend




 

· After a maximum of 3 clicks you will reach the list of websites that looks something like the picture on the next page. 

Browsing the Virtual Library

Browsing continued

     [image: image2.png]Rural Studies » Agriculture - Pest and Disease
Control

Biological Control Virtual Information Center
- good explanations of what Biological control Is, Its
advantages, disadvantages and how it can be used.
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Pesticides Safety Directorate (PSD)

- Government site giving advice on best practice in
the use of pesticides. Useful for consumers, growers
and farmers.
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As you can see each record in the Virtual Library contains:

· The Title of the website -this is the link to the website named. When you click on it a new browser window will open but the Virtual Library will still be underneath. 

· A Description - this tells you a bit about the most useful features of the site. 

· Site Type - this gives the type of organisation that created the site. 

· Review Date - the site on which the site was last checked by College staff. 

The top of the Virtual Library page tells you where you are in the site and the links will take you back to the listing for that category.

Searching the Virtual Library

You can also search the Virtual Library records by keyword. To do this click on Search the Virtual Library on the 'Welcome' page or Search in the navigation panel on the right. The text on the search page explains how to put in your search words.

When you use the Search facility in the Virtual Library you are only searching the Titles and descriptions of the records in the Virtual Library not the World Wide Web. To search the World Wide Web you need to use a Search Engine.

The result of your search will look like this:[image: image3.png]SRR S ety
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To go to the Virtual Library record of the site click More Details. To go straignt 

Searching the Internet

The Virtual Library includes a list of Search Engines so that you can get to one quickly without having to know the address. Just click on Search Engines and pick one from the list, which is in alphabetical order. 

If you scroll down to the bottom of the Search engine page you will find links to Metacrawlers and All in one Search Pages and a brief explanation of what they are.

If you would like help to use the Internet, the Library and IT Centres have copies of Eazys Guide to Finding Stuff on the Web. (Just ask staff if you cannot see them on display.) Alternatively for a general introduction to the Internet try the Webwise pages from the BBC, or for help on developing a search strategy go to the IT Centre Search the Web pages. There are also other sites offering guides to Internet use in the Virtual Library in the IT and Computing category under Internet.
Suggesting sites for the Virtual Library

We welcome contributions to the Virtual Library from all users. To do this click on 'Suggest a link' on the Welcome page or in the right hand menu, and use the form provided. A completed form would look something like the one below. Click on the submit button when you have finished filling in the form.

[image: image4.png]Suggest a Link e

Web Address =

Tow-alisoutdsdas con

Tite o pa Hanval

[ & oreat site for learaing how o build amd

[P P [
E

[cun do das vhich sncludes diagrams of all St
E-mail address*  [swinkiepicker@homal com sears
SFilinthe a-mail ield i you van feadback sbout your link
“lagestien ot

£mal




When we receive your suggestion Library staff will evaluate the website and decide whether or not it can be included in the Virtual Library. You can use the description part of the form to let us know why you think the site would be useful for Aberdeen College students but you do not have to fill in this part if you do not want to. If you have included your email address in the form then we will let you know if we have added the site to the Virtual Library or if not, we will explain why.

Reporting Broken links and sending your comments

If you find a link that is not working, try it again a while later or the next day incase the site you are trying to access was only temporarily out of order. If it is still not working then please let us know so that we can find and fix the problem if possible. 

To do this click on the Send a Comment link at the bottom of the Welcome page or in the right hand menu and use the form. Tell us the exact title of the link that is not working and the date that you last tried to use it.

We also welcome any comments you have to make about the Virtual Library. Please note that this form is not for comments about any other College Services.

Now tryout the Virtual Library by completing this short worksheet which you can print out.
That is the end of the Virtual Library tutorial. The next section is about Online services from providers outside the College that you can use for free while you are a student at Aberdeen College.

Online Services Introduction

These services bring a wealth of information to your desktop PC. A lot of this information cannot be found on the Internet or has to be paid for so make the most of your time at College by using these services for free.

This PowerPoint Presentation gives details of each service. There is also a leaflet available in all College Libraries. When you have finished the presentation, close the window and this one will still be underneath.

Accessing online services - how to log on to these services from any College PC.


