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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS AND GUIDELINES

When hosting their foreign visitors, Finnish companies need to have people, who know how to make the visitors feel comfortable and at ease. Socializing outside the company's premises often means going to the forest in Finland. And of course, going to sauna by a lake is inevitable sooner or later. In practise, longer business negotiations often take place in the company's villa/cottage in fells or by a lake or a river. Another possibility is to visit an urban cultural event, such as concerts or operas. 

Accordingly, knowledge of geography, nature and culture in Finland and the Finnish society is a necessary professional requirement in business life.

The course Finland in English responds to that need. The course consists of written and spoken use of English. Furthermore, use of application programmes, such as PowerPoint -presentation is required.

The orientation to the course includes class and pair discussion on the importance of being able to tell about one’s country in English. The students also write an essay describing their own views and experiences of telling about Finland to foreigners. 

The course continues with standard  course book texts on Finnish history, administration, geography, nature and culture. At this point the class selects current news on Finland as topics for discussion. Each student chooses a newspaper article and compiles a few questions on that topic to be discussed in a group. The student then acts as a discussion leader in the group and makes sure that everyone has a chance to give his/her opinions on that particular matter.

After the introductory phase the students start to work in pairs. Each pair chooses a topic for a presentation according to their own interests. The material for the presentations originates from books, magazines and web-sites.

Towards the end of the course each pair gives a presentation of 10 - 15 minutes. The written manuscripts for the presentations are sent to the teacher in advance. After the presentation some time is reserved for comments and questions. The students compile a self evaluation (see the attached evaluation form).

The assessment of the students achievements is based on the written tasks, discussions and the presentation.

The whole length of the course is 1 credit unit, of which 24 hours are class room teaching and 16 hours independent work. 

The course is divided into three phases: introduction/orientation; discussions on current topics; working on the written, spoken and graphic presentation; actual presentation of the chosen topic. 

Thus, in a class of 20 students, 10 presentations are given, which provides a variety of topics that the students have found potentially interesting for a foreign visitor. As the wide definitions of the concepts of nature and culture are applied, the students can choose the topics according to their own personal feelings. Really anything goes, and the outcome can be anything from sauna to opera, from icefishing to - icehockey.

An example of a presentation: Nature in Finland

A presentation Nature in Finland below illustrates an actual outcome of the course. The presentation has been produced by students in the first form of two years' degree programme for students with the Finnish national matriculatrion examination.

The example combines the written manuscript and a graphic presentation made by PowerPoint -programme. The other possibility is to make the text in the presentation shorter, and send the manuscript to the teacher and the class in advance. 
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Teaching module – Overview: Finland in English

	Lessons
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	Teaching method
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1 
	Orientation:

the importance of being able to tell about one’s country in English

Why is knowledge about Finland important in business?

Further discussion based on the essays

Texts on some general aspects of Finland

Group discussions on current affairs related to Finland

Planning oral presentations: topics, timetable

Compiling the presentations

Giving the presentations

Self evaluation
	Discussion and making notes

Writing about views and experiences

Compiling lists of cases in which we might need to tell about various aspects of Finland in English

Reading  English texts eg. about the administration on the state and municipal level, the history of Finland, the origin of Finns etc.

Each student finds an article in Finnish and prepares a few questions in English on that topic to be discussed in groups and compiles a vocabulary based on the article. The student acts as the discussion leader in the group.

Looking at the basics of a presentation:

- choosing a topic

- finding information: how?, where?

- how to visualize a presentation: word lists, Power Point, videos etc.

- tips for a presentation: the length, pronunciation, the right volume and speed of speech, eye contact, how to make the audience interested etc.

Students look for material and choose the content for the presentation. They make the word lists and decide how they will illustrate the ideas.

They practice giving the presentation to find out any problems there might be.

Each pair gives a 10-minute presentation. Afterwards there will be questions and comments on the presentation.

Students evaluate the different tasks, how well they managed in them and what they learned. They also give feedback to the teacher and make suggestions for developing the course.
	Pair/group work

Writing an essay

Notes

Texts, word lists

Newspapers, magazines, 

the Internet;

Handouts on the topic to help group work

Notes, video

Books, magazines, the Internet

Word, Power Point

Oral presentation.

Power Point slides, videos etc.

A hand-out with questions
	Discussion

Individual work

Discussion

Reading and

discussion

Individual work,

group work

Discussion, sample presentation on video

Pair work

Presentation,

discussion,  feedback from the teacher and students

Individual task
	Team work; 

speaking skills

Writing skills; organising ideas in English

Oral skills

Reading comprehension,

vocabulary

Writing skills, discussion skills,

giving and asking opinions

Understanding the importance of the listeners’ role in a presentation: are they able to follow? what do they get from it?

Finding and organising information. 

Finding the key words for the vocabulary.

Working in a team.

Presentation skills, giving and receiving feedback.

Evaluating skills,

stating opinions and feedback.




FINLAND IN ENGLISH – COURSE EVALUATION

Your name: ______________________________

1. Evaluate the course as a whole: content and tasks, studying and learning methods, usefulness, atmosphere etc.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

2. How do you think you managed as a discussion leader and as a participant in the discussion group? Which were the most interesting topics in your opinion?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Evaluating your oral presentation:

a) Pair work (choice of the topic, team work, finding material, timing etc.)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b) The presentation itself: pluses and minuses

(structure, content, illustration, clarity; fluency, speed, volume, eye contact etc.)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Which grade (1-5) would you give yourself of this course. Why?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Suggestions for further development of this course.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
A SAMPLE PRESENTATION: POWER POINT SLIDES
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Finland is situated in northern Europe between the 60th and 70th

parallels of latitude. A quarter of its total area lies north of

the Arctic 

Circle. Finland's neighboring countries are Sweden, Norway and 

Russia, which have land borders with Finland, and Estonia across

the 

Gulf of Finland. Much of the country is a gently undulating plat

eau of 

worn bedrock and boreal forests, presenting a striking mixture o

f 

wooded hills and waters. High rounded fells form the landscape i

n 

Finnish Lapland, the most northerly part of the country

.
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Folklore abounds with explanations of the origins of the spellbi

nding 

celestial lights. In Finnish they are called "

revontulet

", which means 

"fox fires" a name derived from an ancient fable of the arctic f

ox 

starting fires fire or spraying up snow with its brush

-

like tail. No 

matter that in English "foxfire" is a luminescent glow emitted b

y 

certain types of fungi growing on rotten wood. The true story is

that 

the sun is the father of the auroras.
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Finland is one of the most 

forested countries in the world. 

Most Finnish forests are used 

for commercial forestry, but 

they are mainly managed using 

fairly natural methods which 

result in considerable local 

variations in the proportions of 

different tree species and the 

age of the trees.



[image: image7.wmf]Finnish animals



[image: image8.wmf]National parks in northern 

Finland



[image: image9.wmf]Everyman´s right in 

Finland

n

Finland's legal concept of everyman's right gives everyone the c

hance 

to enjoy outdoor pursuits, and the freedom of the countries vast

forests and fells, and many lakes and rivers, with few restricti

ons. 

Public access to private land is much wider in Finland, and the 

other 

Nordic countries, than in most other countries.



[image: image10.wmf]You May

n

walk, ski or cycle freely in the countryside, except in gardens 

and the 

immediate vicinity of peoples homes, and in fields and plantatio

ns 

which could easily be damaged 

n

stay or set up camp temporarily in the countryside, a reasonable

distance from homes 

n

pick wild berries, mushrooms and flowers, as long as they are no

t 

protected species 

n

fish with a rod and line 

n

row, sail, use a motorboat, swim or wash in inland waters and th

e sea 

n

walk, ski, drive a motor vehicle or fish on frozen lakes, rivers

and the 

sea
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disturb people or damage property 

n

disturb breeding birds, their nests or young 

n

disturb reindeer or game 

n

cut down, damage, or break branches off trees on other peoples 

property 

n

collect moss, lichen or fallen trees from other peoples property

n

light open fires on other peoples property, except in an emergen

cy 

n

disturb the privacy of peoples homes, by camping too near them, 

or 

making too much noise, for example 

n

drop or leave litter 

n

drive motor vehicles off road without the land

-

owners permission 

n

fish or hunt without the relevant permits
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	Aurora Borealis
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	Finnish animals
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	Everyman´s right in 	Finland

		Finland's legal concept of everyman's right gives everyone the chance to enjoy outdoor pursuits, and the freedom of the countries vast forests and fells, and many lakes and rivers, with few restrictions. Public access to private land is much wider in Finland, and the other Nordic countries, than in most other countries. 
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	You May Not

		disturb people or damage property 

		disturb breeding birds, their nests or young 

		disturb reindeer or game 

		cut down, damage, or break branches off trees on other peoples property 

		collect moss, lichen or fallen trees from other peoples property 

		light open fires on other peoples property, except in an emergency 

		disturb the privacy of peoples homes, by camping too near them, or making too much noise, for example 

		drop or leave litter 

		drive motor vehicles off road without the land-owners permission 

		fish or hunt without the relevant permits 
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Nature in Finland

A land of forest and lakes
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	You May

		walk, ski or cycle freely in the countryside, except in gardens and the immediate vicinity of peoples homes, and in fields and plantations which could easily be damaged 

		stay or set up camp temporarily in the countryside, a reasonable distance from homes 

		pick wild berries, mushrooms and flowers, as long as they are not protected species 

		fish with a rod and line 

		row, sail, use a motorboat, swim or wash in inland waters and the sea 

		walk, ski, drive a motor vehicle or fish on frozen lakes, rivers and the sea
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	National parks in northern 	Finland
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	Forest

		Finland is one of the most forested countries in the world. Most Finnish forests are used for commercial forestry, but they are mainly managed using fairly natural methods which result in considerable local variations in the proportions of different tree species and the age of the trees.
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	Geography 

		Finland is situated in northern Europe between the 60th and 70th parallels of latitude. A quarter of its total area lies north of the Arctic Circle. Finland's neighboring countries are Sweden, Norway and Russia, which have land borders with Finland, and Estonia across the Gulf of Finland. Much of the country is a gently undulating plateau of worn bedrock and boreal forests, presenting a striking mixture of wooded hills and waters. High rounded fells form the landscape in Finnish Lapland, the most northerly part of the country.
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	Aurora Borealis

		Folklore abounds with explanations of the origins of the spellbinding celestial lights. In Finnish they are called "revontulet", which means "fox fires" a name derived from an ancient fable of the arctic fox starting fires fire or spraying up snow with its brush-like tail. No matter that in English "foxfire" is a luminescent glow emitted by certain types of fungi growing on rotten wood. The true story is that the sun is the father of the auroras. 
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